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RAELENE STATHY 
Petition 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [3.04 pm]:  I present the following petition - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Raelene Stathy and her family. 

Raelene is 38 years of age.  She lives at home with her parents Mick aged 64 and Doreen aged 60 in the 
suburb of Forrestfield. 

Raelene was born with a form of Cerebral Palsy.  She has quite marked deformities that restrict her 
ability to attend to any of her needs.  Her parents feed her, bathe her and attend to all her personal 
needs.  She has the body of a small child and is very fragile.  She is reliant on a wheelchair.  Raelene 
cannot speak but she has very good comprehension.  She communicates by using hand gestures and eye 
movements.  She has a great sense of humour and her face lights up when she is included in the 
conversation. 

Raelene attends “Opportunities”, an activity group run by the Cerebral Palsy Association, three days a 
week.  She enjoys a range of different activities such as art, craft, and music.  Raelene does not receive 
any funding to attend this programme so her parents meet the cost themselves.  They pay $300.00 a 
term for three terms a year. 

Raelene’s parents have devoted themselves to her care.  When she was a child they moved from the 
country to the city to enable her to receive an education and much needed therapy.  The move was a 
huge change to their lives.  Her father had to change careers and her mother had to leave her family and 
friends. 

Despite this move, therapy for Raelene was very limited.  She did not have a wheelchair so the family 
made do with an old pushchair that they adapted to her needs.  They received their first wheelchair 10 
years ago.  This was donated by Rotary. 

Raelene has a younger brother and sister.  They have their own families and busy lives.  They spend 
time with Raelene when they can.  Raelene’s parents are very restricted in all their activities as her 
needs must come first.  Simple requests from grandchildren can take a lot of organising.  Invitations 
from friends are often turned down because it is too hard to get a sitter for Raelene.  A week away is 
almost impossible to organise as respite places are extremely scarce. 

Raelene’s father took early retirement at the age of 55.  The care that Raelene requires was too much for 
his wife to handle alone.  They both have back problems from the years of lifting Raelene.  They also 
both suffer from high blood pressure which they feel is related to the stress of her care.  In addition, 
Raelene’s mother suffers from arthritis.  Both parents always have disturbed sleep because Raelene 
needs turning during the night. 

Raelene’s parents have cared for her lovingly and willingly for thirty eight years.  They have reached 
the point where they feel they can not continue for much longer.  They want to see their daughter settled 
in her own home before time runs out for them.  They know her complex needs and want to make sure 
that her carers fully understand them.  They have been applying for accommodation funding for the past 
EIGHT YEARS and every request has been refused. 

For 38 years the family has managed without putting a major burden on community funding.  After all 
these years of devotion they now urgently need help and pose the question: “How many more 
applications will we have to put in before our needs are recognised?” 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to: 

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need. 

The provision of the respite services needed by the estimated 950 people with disabilities and their 
families in Western Australia currently unable to access the respite they need. 

The provision of the “Post School Option” services needed by the estimated 800 people with disabilities 
in Western Australia currently unable to access the support they need to engage in activities during the 
day. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 29 June 2004] 

 p4484b-4485a 
Mr John Hyde 

 [2] 

The petition bears one signature and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly. 

[See petition No 377.] 
 


